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CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 6479 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, OVIP (PHOUMA, SOUVANNA) 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER'S TRIP TO FRANCE 

ALTHOUGH WE EXPECT A SPECIAL AIRCRAFT OF THE FRENCH AIR FORCE TO 
ARRIVE IN VIENTIANE ON AUGUST 22 WHICH WILL FLY PRIME MINISTER 
SOUVANNA PHOUMA TO PARIS ON AUGUST 25, THERE APPEARS TO BE IN 
CREASING PRESSURE WITHIN VARIOUS LAO CIRCLES AGAINST HIS CON- 
VALESCING IN EUROPE. THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED BY SEVERAL 
SOURCES THAT THE KING IS OPPOSED TO SOUV ANNA'S DEPARTURE AS HE 
FEARS THE POLITICAL PROBLEMS WHICH MAY ARISE DURING HIS ABSENCE. 

WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THE PATHET LAO ARE VERY RELUCTANT TO HAVE THE 
PRIME MINISTER BE IN FRANCE FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD. FINALLY, WE 
ARE INFORMED BY FORMER AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON, PHENG NORINDR, 
THAT THE LAO ASTROLOGER IN WHOM THE ROYAL FAMILY HAS THE GREATEST 
CONFIDENCE STRONGLY URGED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER NOT LEAVE. THIS 
RECOMMENDATION IS KNOWN TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S SON AND NIECE 
WHO ARE CONCEALING THIS INFORMATION FROM HIM. GIVEN THE ROLE OF 
SUPERSTITIONS OF THIS KIND IN LAO SOCIETY, WE WOULD NOT BE 
SURPRISED IF THERE IS A HANGUP OF SOME KIND IN CONNECTION WITH 
THIS TRIP. 
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